
APA 7th Edition Formatting 
Workshop for Faculty



Agenda

1. Engage How do you use APA style in your classes?
2. Learn What has changed in formatting?
3. Practice Explore an APA 7th edition formatted student paper and 

professional paper
4. Reflect What are you learning? What will you use?

Learn Practice ReflectEngage



Engage



Partner and 
Group Share

Why and how do 
you use APA style 
in your classes?

What are your 
priorities, goals, 
and outcomes for 
your students in 
relation to APA?



In pairs or small groups, look at the 
three sample APA paper excerpts. 
One is in 6th edition, one is a 7th 
edition student paper, and one is a 
7th edition professional paper.

What do you notice?

Write down three or more 
observations about the formatting 
that you think are important to note. 5

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Practice

http://2012hs.igem.org/Main_page_archive
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


6

APA 6th 
Edition 
Paper

https://apastyle.apa.org/6th-edition-resources/sample-experiment-paper-1.pdf
https://apastyle.apa.org/6th-edition-resources/sample-experiment-paper-1.pdf
https://apastyle.apa.org/6th-edition-resources/sample-experiment-paper-1.pdf
https://apastyle.apa.org/6th-edition-resources/sample-experiment-paper-1.pdf


APA 7th 
Edition 
Student 
Paper
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https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/sample-papers
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/sample-papers
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/sample-papers
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/sample-papers


APA 7th 
Edition 

Professional 
Paper
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https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/professional-annotated.pdf
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/professional-annotated.pdf
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/professional-annotated.pdf
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/professional-annotated.pdf


Learn



Resources for APA 7th Edition
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University Writing Center
https://www.emich.edu/ccw/writing-center/  

APA Style Blog
https://apastyle.apa.org/

https://www.emich.edu/ccw/writing-center/
https://www.emich.edu/ccw/writing-center/
https://apastyle.apa.org/blog
https://apastyle.apa.org/
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Formatting
• There are two types of formatting – student 

papers and professional papers.
• Headings, tables, and figures are more 

consistently formatted.
• Larger range of font options are now permitted 

in APA Style papers to improve accessibility.

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/sample-papers
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/sample-papers
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/headings
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/tables-figures/tables
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/tables-figures/sample-figures
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/font
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/accessibility
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No running head Page number in upper right

Title case, bold, centered

Author’s name

Course title

Instructor’s name

Author’s university affiliation, 
including the department 

Insert an extra blank line

Due date

The title is in the upper half of the first page.

There is no word count limit on 
the title, but only include 
essential terms, and be 

succinct.

Acceptable fonts include (but are not 
limited to) – Calibri 11-pt, Arial 11-pt Times 

New Roman 12-pt, & Georgia 11-pt.

Double 
space the 

entire 
document.

APA 7th Edition Student Paper

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/sample-papers
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Simplified running head, remains 50 
characters or fewer, no abbreviations 
except “&” if preferred, same running 

head on every page

Page number in upper right

Title case, bold, centered

Authors’ names

Authors’ university affiliation, 
including the department 

Insert an extra blank line

The title is in the upper 
half of the first page.

There is no word count 
limit on the title, but 

only include essential 
terms, and be succinct.

Acceptable fonts include 
(but are not limited to) – 
Calibri 11-pt, Arial 11-pt 

Times New Roman 12-pt, 
and Georgia 11-pt.

Double 
space the 

entire 
document.

APA 7th Edition Professional Paper

Use a level 1 heading for 
the Author Note (bold, 

title case, centered)



APA Headings, Tables, and Figures



APA 7th 
Edition 

Headings
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Level Format

1 Centered, Bold, Title Case Heading  

         Text begins as a new paragraph.

2 Flush Left, Bold, Title Case Heading

         Text begins as a new paragraph.

3 Flush Left, Bold Italic, Title Case Heading

         Text begins as a new paragraph.

4          Indented, Bold, Title Case Heading, Ending With a 
Period. Text begins on the same line and continues as a regular 
paragraph.

5          Indented, Bold Italic, Title Case Heading, Ending With a 
Period. Text begins on the same line and continues as a regular 
paragraph.

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/headings
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/headings
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/paper-format/headings


APA 7th Edition Tables
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Sources Lack of leadership support Burnout

Anselmo-Witzel et al. (2017) X X

Boamah & Laschinger (2016) X X

Guerrero et al. (2017) X

Guo et al. (2018) X X

Hahtela et al. (2015) X X

Table 1

Negative Job Satisfaction Characteristics that Affect Nursing Shortages

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/tables-figures/sample-tables


APA 7th 
Edition 
Figures
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Notice that this note 
contains copyright 

information in a different 
order than the reference 

list. See p. 389 of the 
Publication Manual for 

the correct order. 

Be sure to consider 
accessibility when 
designing figures.

https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/tables-figures/figures
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/tables-figures/figures
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/tables-figures/figures
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/tables-figures/colors


JARS and the Publication Process
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JARS and the Publication Process
● Standards for quantitative, qualitative, and 

mixed methods research are articulated in a 
new JARS chapter. 

● Expanded guidance is provided on the 
publication process to reflect current best 
practices.

https://apastyle.apa.org/jars/
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/research-publication/dissertation-thesis
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• Remember that 7th edition is an improved version. Updates were made to clarify 
unknowns, improve accessibility, reflect modern times/sources/language, streamline and 
apply consistent formatting principles. 

• Revise language in syllabus, assignment instructions, rubrics to clarify which version of 
APA you will accept. Articulate your expectations clearly, in writing.

• Support students through the transition, and direct them to respected resources like the 
apastyle.apa.org website, the new 7th edition Publication Manual, EMU’s University 
Writing Center.

• Consider hosting a UWC Workshop on APA 7th edition in your classes.
• Spend class time showing students models of APA 7th edition formatting. They will learn 

what you teach them, so familiarize yourself with the updates that are relevant to your 
work/field.

Checklist for Transitioning to APA 7th Edition



Reflect



What do you anticipate may 
be some challenges in 
transitioning to APA 7th 
edition formatting?

What questions do you have 
about APA 7th edition 
formatting? 

Reflect



UWC APA 7th Edition 
Workshops for Faculty
Workshop #2 

Formatting in APA 7th Edition

Feb. 11 - 12-1 p.m. & 4-5 p.m.

Feb. 12 - 12-1 p.m. & 4-5 p.m.

This workshop will explain the 
new APA 7th edition guidelines 
for formatting student papers and 
for formatting professional papers 
and provide resources for 
instruction.
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Workshop #3 

In-Text and References in APA 7th 
Edition

March 9 - 12-1 p.m. & 4-5 p.m.

March 10 - 12-1 p.m. & 4-5 p.m.

This workshop will explain the new 
APA 7th edition guidelines for citing 
sources in-text and on the 
references page and provide 
resources for instruction.

Workshop #4 

Style Guidelines in APA 7th 
Edition

April 1 - 12-1 p.m. & 4-5 p.m.

April 2 - 12-1 p.m. & 4-5 p.m. 

This workshop will explain new 
style guidelines for APA 7th edition, 
focusing on bias-free language, and 
provide resources for instruction.

All workshops in this series will be held in the FDC.
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To request a class visit or workshop, complete the 

UWC Winter 2020 Workshop Request, 

https://www.emich.edu/ccw/writing-center/workshops/index.php

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYLkge0h_KenVGz7Z4jKHtkmZrvD3W34nSrubrKR9GEy1hGA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.emich.edu/ccw/writing-center/workshops/index.php


The University Writing Center 
is a free resource 

to help you with your writing.

UWC Halle Hours
Monday - Thursday 10-6

Friday 11-4
Drop in or call 734.487.0694 

for an appointment.

UWC Satellite Hours
See http://www.emich.edu/uwc/


